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To THE 


AFTER the ſeizure of the General Committee of the 
Lon bon CoenrxgronDiNG Society, and the foul 
umnies which have been ſo — circulated by every 
_g print throughout the country, it may have been ex- 
that we ſhould have offered a public vindication of our 
— before this time. But we have thought it moſt pru- 
gent to ſuffer the public alarm firfl to ſubſide, and miſrepreſen- 
n and falſe to exhauſt itſelf. Neither were we willing 
22 any Declaration till after the State Trials at Maid- 
e be faid, that, we intended to prejudice the 
* courſe of 2 5 
22 rials now are over, and Mr. Corctey has — 
nvifted of having a treaſonable paper in a 8 
; — to belong to him, purporting to be An Aude 
n the Secret Committee of England to the Executive Directory 
France But we think it a duty which we owe to the me- 
of that unfortunate gentleman, as well as to ourſelves, 
dLEMNLY TO DECLARE BEFORE GOD AND o Coux- 
ar, that he was not a Member of the London Correſponding 
pcicty, and that he had no commiſſion whatever from us to 
rance, verbal or written. We further declare, that we have 
Secret Committee. chat we have but Two, namely, the Ge- 
wieral and Executive Committees, the proceedings of which are 
Pen, and laid before the whole Society every week, —that fo 
from affecting ſecreſy, a Letter was written to his Grace 
the Duke of Portland, Principal Secretary of State for the 
ome Department, in February 1795, requeſting that be would 
I at leaſt one perſon to fit in the Committee, but he declin- 
| our propolition. | 
V * may be our opinion of that Law, which —_ 
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the Liberty of the People in public or private Meetings, far 
the purpole of procuring any alteration in Church or State, or 
tor Petitioning the King, we have carefully ſubmitted to it, as 
is evident from our having convened the public meeting, in 
July 1797. according to the ſtrift forms of that new law, and 
though we were diſperſed by an Armed Force, contrary to Law, 
while reading a petition to the King, and ſeveral of our Mem. 
bers taken into cuſtody who were atierwards diſcharged wich- 
out a Trial, yet, this outrage on perſonal liberty, provoked to 
no riot or confuſion on our part, and this Meeting ended as 
peaceably as all thoſe which we had held before, thereby prov. 
ing, that the Friends ot Liberty are the only real Friends io 
Law, Peace, and Order. | 
After a condutt ſo open, and conformable to the laws, it i; 
not without ſurpriſe and concern, that we hear from Secretary 
Dundas the following language in parliament. I mean 10 
ſay, that conſiderable ſocieties and bodies of Men, diſaffetied 
to the Conſtitution of the Countzy, bave formed themſelves 
into aſſemblies, under the maſk of Parliamentary Reform. 
They fi: ſt appeared under the name of Correſponding Socie. 
ties, but they have ſince aſſumed the appellation of United 
Engliſhmen,” (vide Times, May 9, 1798.) But, we decline, } 
that the principles we have ever maintained are the genuine | 
principles of the Britiſh Cooſtitution, and that we have not 
© aſſumed the appellation of United Engliſhmen,” It remains, 
theretoze, with the Right Honourable Secretary to prove his 
aſſertion. - ” | 
For the proof of our Declaration, we might refer to all our 


| 
| 
| 
former Addiefles, but on the preſent occaſion, we think it ne- 

| 


ceflary again to lay before the public, both our own principles, 
and thoſe of the Britiſh Canſtituton, chat they may judge be- 
tween us and our accuſers. gee 7⁊.᷑ꝛx 
Thoſe who have oppoſed every plan of reform, have de- 
fined the Britiſh Conſlitution, to conſiſt in a government by 
king, lords, and commons. With this definition, we fin- 
cerely agree. But io diſſinguiſh the fa/ſe from the 7ea/ Friends 
of the Briuſh Cunfltution, it is neceſſary to aſcertain the true 
powers of each of its parts. The king and the peers are here- 
riditary legiſlators, and repreſent themſelves only; wheres, 
the commons are eletlive, and repreſent the whole People 
of Ergland, This is the theory of our Conftitution. But, 
if the Commons are elefed by a ſmall portion of the People, 
and theſe ſo completely under the influence of the crown, or 
che pecrs, that they have no choice of their own, an houſe of 
: | con- 
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commons thus conſtituted, will be a mere appendage of the 
king, or the lords, and the Britiſh Conſticution will degene- 
gate into an abſolute monarchy, or oligarchy, according to the 
influence that ſhall prevail, while all its original forms remain. 
Whether the Britiſh Conſtitution is not faſt tending to one 
or other of theſe ſtates, and that its foundation is lapped by its 
pretended 3 we leave to the opinion of our Country, 
trom a view of the following facts. In the Petition preſented 
io parliament by the Friends of the People, in May 1793, it 
is ſtated that a majority of the houſe of commons is choſen 
by the 170 part of the people to be repreſented ; and that 
out of 512, the number of members for England, gob are 
returned under the nomination and influence of 162 peers and 
great commoners. Theſe facts with many other grols cor- 
ruptions, the petitioners offered to prove by witneſles at the 
bar of that houſe, and though theſe fatis where admitted by 
the miniſters and his friends, yet the prayer of the petition 
ves vas rejected on the cl plea, that it was not a proper tume fur 
mM. Reſorm. 5 3 
1 To a mind that is not deluded through iguorance, nor cor- 
ned mpted by intereſt, it muſt Hubvious that the Peopie have not 
are, hat due and proper ſhare in the making of Laws, nor that con- 
une troul over the executive government, which it is intended by 
not dhe Conſtitution they ſhould have. To reſlore and preferve 
uns, the due balance of the ſeveral parts ot the Conſtitution — To 
; bis give to the People their due ſhare of influence in the govern- 
ment, through the medium of an houſe of commons, f. ir ly and 
our freely choſen by themſclves, is the only object which we have 
ne · ever had in vie : and we think this can be obtained eſſectually 
* by no other means, but that ot reſtoring the auctent Right of 
e de- 
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fin- 
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To an houte of commons thu: conſtituted, we have repeat- 
edly declared our reſolution to ſubmit for the correttion of ali 
abuſes in the government or adminiſtration of the laws. —It 
would give to the Conſtitution its original pertef1ion.—lt 
would prevent thoſe ruinous and unneceliary wars Which have 
depopulated the country, involved it in debt, and ruined its 
commerce! It would prevent the dilapidation ot public pro 
perty, or its waſte among hungry expettants, or worthleſs 
placemen and penſioners; who, while they are ye any out tie 
danger of the Conſtitution, are thinking only ot the danger ct 
leoling their places and emolumentss— 

That ſuch men ſhould endeavour to deſtroy their opponents 
by violence and falle accuſations, when truth and the laws of 
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aur Country are on our ſide; is not ſurpriſing, as theſe ate 
the means to which men of ſuch 2 deſcription have always re- 
ſorted. In purſuance of their deſign, the whole of our General 
Committee were ſeized on the 19th of April, by a general war- 
rant, which is illegal, as was proved in the caſe of Mr. 
W1LXEss againſt Lord HALLIT Ax, then Secretary of State, 
who was fined in very heavy damages. A 
Since the period of the arreſt of our Committee, many ſcan- 
dalous inſinuations have been made, both in and out of Pzrlie. 
ment, to prejudice the public mind againſt them; but we look 
forward with confidence to that period, when their acculers 
ſhall pleaſe to bring them to trial, aſſured that an Engliſh Jury 
will pronounce the honourable verditt of Net Gt t. 
In che mean time, we truſt to the candour of our Country. 
men that they will keep their minds open to conviftion.—That 


they will recolle& that 5 the moſt conſident a- 


ſertions of the Legiſlaure, in 1794, of great cr:minality on our 
part, after a patient inveſtigation, on three trials which laſted 
nineteen days, three Engliſh Juries pronounced the verditt of 
Not Guilty. F 

Again, we declare that we never contemplated the overthrow 
-of the Britiſh Conſtitution ; on the contrary, we are perluaded 
that the more the People ſhare in its bleſſings, and the broader 
its baſis, the greater will be its ſtability ; and we are convinced: 
that rimely Reform is the beſt way to prevent Revolution. _ 

Having taken our ground on the genuine principles ol the 
Britiſh Conſtitution, we are determined, in defiance of all the 
menaces of power, in defiance of all the calumny and perſecu» 
tion we have ſuffered, or have to expect, flill to purſue by 
all peaceable and | means, our conſtitutional object, 3 
Reform ot the Repreſentation in the Commons Houſe af Par- 
liament. 


Signed in the Name and by Order of the General and Execu- 
tive Committees of the London Correſponding Society, 


JOHN SIMPSON, Preſident. 


June 14, 1798. 
: GEO.-PICKARD, Secretary. 


